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MELİKE AKAN YÜKSEL 

 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 

Place and Date of Birth: 

Nationality:  

Balıkesir, February 23, 1982 

Turkish 

 

LANGUAGE  

SCHOLARSHIPS  

EDUCATION 

2005 - 2006 

 

University of Nottingham, School of Law, Nottingham, United Kingdom 

(“Merit” Degree) 

LL.M in International Commercial Law  

Courses taken: Law of International Trade Finance, World Trading 

System, International Sale of Goods, EC Competition Law, International 

Commercial Arbitration, Patent and Trademark Law. 

2000 - 2004 İstanbul University, School of Law, Istanbul (GPA: 3.98/4.00, 

Graduated as the top student) 

1995 - 2000 Bandırma Anatolian Health Profession High School, Balıkesir (GPA: 

9.72/10.00, Graduated as the top student) 

 

WORK EXPERIENCE  

2012 - 2018 

 

2010 - 2012 

 

2004 - 2010 

 

July 2006 

Yazıcılegal Hukuk Bürosu  

Partner  

Verdi ve Yazıcı Avukatlık Ortaklığı 

Associate  

Gün Avukatlık Bürosu (Mehmet Gün & Partners)  

Associate  

CMS Cameron McKenna LLP, London, United Kingdom 

Summer Intern 

Turkish: Native 

English: Excellent command in writing, speaking, reading and listening  

 

Full scholarship granted by the University of Nottingham, School of Law 

Success scholarship granted by İstanbul University, School of Law 
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BANKING AND FINANCE 

 

PROJECT FINANCE, ACQUISITION FINANCE AND BANK LENDING/SYNDICATED 

LOANS 

 

The team leader in relation to the below mentioned projects including energy sector project 

financings, infrastructure and real estate project financings, acquisition financings and bank 

lending/syndicated loans: 

 

Acted as Turkish legal counsel to: 

 YapıKredi, Garanti Bank, İşbank, Vakıfbank and TSKB for the financing of the privatization 

of Gediz Elektrik Dağıtım A.Ş. and Gediz Perakende Elektrik Satış A.Ş., up to the amount of USD 

1,960,249,000 and TRY 556,600,000; 

 Çelikler Group for USD 2,698,005,000 financing of privatization of a 600 MW installed capacity 

of Seyitömer coal-fired thermal power plant in Kütahya, which has been awarded with the “Project 

Finance Deal of The Year” award of Euromoney; 

 Bereket Group for USD 1,705,200,000 financing of privatization of a 630 MW installed capacity 

of Yatağan coal-fired thermal power plant; 

 Konya Şeker for the financing of the privatization of 990 MW Soma coal-fired thermal power 

plant; amounting to USD 1,130,000,000 for the privatization and USD 140,000,000 for the 

rehabilitation and renovation of power plant; 

 Odeabank and Vakıfbank in relation to a facility provided to Çelikler Group for the privatization 

of both 210 MW Orhaneli coal-fired thermal power plant and 365 MW Tunçbilek coal-fired 

thermal power plant, amounting to USD 855,000,000 for the privatization; 

 Vakıfbank and Halkbank in connection with TL 1,225,100,000 and EUR 75,000,000 financing 

of the privatization of Torul, Kürtün and Doğankent hydroelectric power plants in Turkey; 

 Garanti Bank, YapıKredi and Vakıfbank in relation to a facility amounting to USD 766,000,000 

provided to Akenerji for the financing of 870 MW combined cycle gas power plant project; 

 YapıKredi and Halkbank in connection with a project financing made available to Çan Kömür ve 

İnşaat A.Ş. for the development of a 340 MW greenfield coal-fired thermal power plant in 

Çanakkale; 

 Garanti Bank in connection with a project financing made available to Bergres Elektrik Üretim 

A.Ş., a subsidiary of M.V. Holding A.Ş. for the construction and development of a 70 MW wind 

power plant in Bergama;  

 Garanti Bank and Akbank in connection with a project financing made available to STEAG, one 

of the largest electricity producers in Germany for the construction and development of a 66 MW 

greenfield wind energy power plant located in Edirne; 

 Garanti Bank and İşbank in connection with a project financing made available to two 

subsidiaries of Global Yatırım Holding A.Ş. for the construction and development of two 12 MW 

biomass power plants in Aydın and in Mardin; 

 Akbank for the financing of 49 MW solar power plants of EZE Group; 

 Yapı Kredi for the financing of the investment and capital expenditure needs of Aydem Elektrik 

Perakende Satış A.Ş.; 

 Odeabank for the financing of a 20 MW geothermal power plant in Manisa owned and operated 

by Enerji Holding; 

 CGX (UK) Limited, a company ultimately controlled by Goldman Sachs, for financing of the 

construction, commissioning and operation of two hydroelectric power plants in Amasya; 

 Bereket Group for  the conversion of financing documentation to Turkish Law from English Law, 

on two hydroelectric power plants that were already financed; 

 Vakıfbank in relation to a loan provided to Adalı Holding for the financing of a 13.5 MW 
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hydroelectric power plant constructed in Trabzon; 

 Garanti Bank, İşbank, Halkbank, Akbank and TSKB in USD 500,000,000 financing of the 

acquisition of the majority share of Gemport for Yıldırım Group, financing to fulfill the needs to 

construct, improve and capitalize some ports belonging to the group; 

 Astra Group for financing of four school dorm investments to be located in different cities of 

Turkey; 

 Vakıfbank for the financing of Sheraton Hotel, to be constructed in Adana and its related 

commercial facilities; 

 TSKB in relation to financing of the construction and development of BAV Bolu shopping mall; 

 Garanti for the financing of the acquisition of the land of Swissotel. 

 Mediterra for the financing of the acquisition of 100% of Söke Un; 

 Odeabank for the financing of the acquisition of all shares of CMC Sistem Çözümleri A.Ş., a 

company providing call center services, by MidEuropa;  

 Garanti Bank in relation to a loan provided to Borusan Group for the acquisition of the leading 

port operator in Turkey and the investments for the development of Gemlik Port;     

 a German private equity firm for the financing of the proposed acquisition of majority shares of 

a steel casting company in Turkey; 

 Doğanlar Yatırım Holding for the financing of the acquisition of 50% shares of various biomass 

power plants;  

 Garanti Bank in relation to a proposed loan to be provided to a private equity for the acquisition 

of 100% shares of a company engaged in the production of explosive materials; 

 Syndication of EBRD and other ten Turkish banks, in TL 490,040,477 refinancing of the 

existing loans of Keskinoğlu Tavukçuluk ve Damızlık İşletmeleri Sanayi Ticaret A.Ş.; 

 Syndication of 7 Turkish banks, including Garanti Bank, İşbank, Halkbank and Vakıfbank in 

USD 600,000,000 refinancing and investment loan of Kazancı Holding A.Ş. and Aksa Doğalgaz 

(and its subsidiaries); 

 Syndication of 6 Turkish banks, including Garanti Bank, İşbank, Halkbank and Vakıfbank in 

USD 200,000,000 refinancing of the existing syndicated loan of Kazancı Holding A.Ş.; 

 Syndication of 8 Turkish banks, including Garanti Bank, İşbank, Halkbank and Vakıfbank in 

TL 492,225,000 refinancing of the existing syndicated loan of Banvit Bandırma Vitaminli Yem 

Sanayii A.Ş. (represented same banks in relation to the sale of Banvit shares to BRF); 

 İşbank, Denizbank, Odebank, Fibabanka and Credit Europe Bank (Romania) SA in USD 

225,000,000 refinancing of the existing debts of Altınmarka, owner of Kahve Dünyası; 

 İşbank, Halkbank, Ziraatbank and Vakıfbank for refinancing of existing facilities extended to 

Componenta Dökümcülük A.Ş., a publicly held company, through a EUR 90,000,000 secured 

facility (represented same banks in relation to the additional facilities provided to the company 

with various amendments to the loan documentation and during the process of the sale of shares of 

the company);  

 Syndication of 8 Turkish banks, including İşbank, Yapı Kredi and Ziraatbank in TRY 

77,000,000 refinancing of the existing debts of Elit Çikolata; and 

 Garanti Bank, QNB Finansbank, Yapı Kredi and Fibabanka in relation to a proposed loan to 

one of the biggest hospital chains in Turkey. 

 

BANKING AND FINANCE REGULATORY 

 

Acted as Turkish legal counsel to: 

 Odeabank on its day-to-day banking transactions, drafting, negotiating various agreements and in 

relation to the compliance of such with the banking regulations in Turkey; and 

 Garanti Bank on its day-to-day banking operations and transactions. 
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MERGERS & ACQUISITIONS AND CORPORATE 

 

The team leader in relation to the below mentioned M&A projects in various sectors; 

 

Acted as Turkish legal counsel to; 

 Actera Group in acquisition of Mars Entertainment Group;  

 Actera Group and Esas Holding in relation to acquisition of AFM shares by Mars Entertainment 

Group; 

 Actera Group in acquisition of Joker; 

 Constantia, a company ultimately controlled by JP Morgan, in acquisition of Asaş Ambalaj; 

 Goldman Sachs in relation to the sale of 100% shares of CGX (UK) Limited which is a subsidiary 

of Goldman Sachs and has 11 Turkish subsidiaries; 

 a German private equity company controlled by a US bank in relation to its proposed 

acquisition of 80% shares of a steel casting company; 

 CVCI in relation to the sale of its all shares in Beymen Mağazacilik A.Ş. and Boyner Büyük 

Mağazacilik A.Ş to Altinyildiz Mensucat ve Konfeksiyon Fabrikalari A.Ş., a company controlled 

by Boyner Family; 

 Delfin Holding in relation to the acquisition of 100% shares of a Turkish financial leasing 

company, which is subsidiary of Royal Bank of Scotland; 

 Sellers and Win Bilgi İletişim Hizmetleri A.Ş. in relation to sale of 100% shares of Win Bilgi 

İletişim A.Ş., one of the Turkey’s leading call center operator, to Carlyle Group; 

 Pine River, Sage and Carrhae in their acquisition of Net Holding shares; 

 a foreign investment fund in its proposed acquisition of a leading Turkish real estate investment 

trust; 

 a private equity firm in its proposed acquisition of a minority stake in Borsa Istanbul; 

 Limak Group regarding the sale of 100% shares of their affiliate, operating a port in Ambarlı-

İstanbul, to Marport Liman İşletmeleri Sanayi ve Ticaret A.Ş.; 

 Doğanlar Yatırım Holding in relation to its acquisition of 50% shares and investment to UİTSEC 

Teknoloji A.Ş.; 

 Doğanlar Yatırım Holding in its potential investment with a Chinese investor in relation to a 

greenfield coal fired thermal power plant; 

 Doğanlar Yatırım Holding in relation to its acquisition of four wind power plants owned by 

Turquoise Investments B.V.; 

 Akfen and Doğanlar Yatırım Holding in relation to the sale of all shares of Kuzeybatu Elektrik 

Üretim Anonim Şirketi; 

 Doğanlar Yatırım Holding in relation to the acquisition of 50% shares of various biomass power 

plants; 

 Ferrero International S.A. in relation to its acquisition of 100% of the share capital and voting 

rights of the natural hazelnut business and 49.9% of the share capital and voting rights of the semi-

processed business, both owned and controlled by IF - Mariano Stelliferi S.p.A. and the Stelliferi 

Group; 

 Munif Al-Nahdi Holding Group in acquisition of shares in a casting company in Turkey; 

 A private equity for the potential acquisition of a market chain in Turkey; and 

 a Turkish outdoor advertisement company and its shareholders in proposed sale of such company’s 

shares. 

 

Provided assistance to various companies and banks in respect of corporate matters including, 

establishment and liquidation of joint stock companies, limited liability companies, branches and 

liasion offices, preparation of board of directors’ resolutions, general assembly of shareholders 

minutes, attendee lists, articles of association amendments, obtainment of permits, transactions of 
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MEMBERSHIPS 

INTERESTS 

 

registration with the Trade Registry, establishment of branch offices as well as advice on intricate 

corporate law issues, preparation or review and negotiation of various agreements including dealership, 

franchise, sale, service, termination, lease, license and confidentiality agreements.  

 

COMMERCIAL LITIGATION 

As a team member of corporate and commercial litigation department; 

 Represented foreign and/or local clients, developed litigation strategies and handled the 

litigation in relation to corporate governance and minority protection disputes, including 

dealing with court cases regarding annulment of various general assembly resolutions, 

registration of share transfers into the share ledgers of companies, cancellation of share 

transfers, requesting authority from courts to invite the shareholders to extra ordinary general 

assembly meetings;  

 Obtained and enforced preliminary injunction decisions regarding stay of the enforcement of 

the resolutions taken at general assembly meetings; 

 Defended a foreign shareholder in a compensation action initiated by the company for its 

alleged loss/damage arising from the shareholder’s conducts; 

 Handled significant compensation actions arising from fraudulent or negligent acts of directors 

or managers;  

 Represented subsidiaries of a multi-national advertisement and media company, filed and 

handled complex and substantial unfair competition actions; 

 Advised and represented foreign clients before the courts regarding various disputes arising 

from contract law, including termination of their relationships with Turkish counterparts, 

breach of contract and improper performance; 

 Attended settlement negotiations on behalf of clients, drafted settlement agreements and 

completed necessary procedures for the waiver from the court cases;  

 Represented DHMİ (Devlet Hava Meydanları İşletmesi) and BLG in relation to a well-known 

insurance dispute; and  

 Represented clients in complicated disputes regarding customs law issues arising from 

additional accruals due to misclassification of goods during customs clearance as a result of 

which more than 25 cases before the tax courts were filed.  

 

Istanbul Bar Association  

Nottingham University Alumni Association 

 

 

Pilates, Gym, Travelling, Cooking 


