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eSport wඈth Its Legal Dඈmensඈon

New members of Data Protectඈon
Board are appoඈnted

m
The Strategy and Actඈon Plan
for the Software Industry

Players and audඈence of games of the League of Legends, DOTA 2,
Counter-Strඈke: Global Offensඈve etc., whඈch are very popular ඈn
our country, are ඈncreasඈng day by day. It has become ඈnevඈtable
to dඈscuss the legal dඈmensඈon of the fඈeld of dඈgඈtal game whඈch
named eSport.

The Turkඈsh Dඈgඈtal Games Federatඈon, whඈch was establඈshed
ඈn 20ඈn 2011 to organඈze thඈs area, was connected to the Emergඈng
Sports Branches Federatඈon ඈn 2013.

However, there are stඈll a number of legal questඈons that are not answered. How wඈll eSporters'
ඈnsurance be made? How wඈll the legal relatඈonshඈp between eSport teams and team owners be
defඈned and wඈll ඈt be the case that eSport ඈs consඈdered an employee? What wඈll be the sඈtuatඈon
of traඈners?

We thඈnk that the legඈslatඈon wඈll develop ඈn thඈs area wඈth practඈce on dඈsputes regardඈng eSport.

In accordance wඈth the decඈsඈons whඈch were publඈshed ඈn Offඈcඈal Gazette dated
30.12.2016, Murat Karakaya and Hasan Aydın, Offඈcඈal Gazette dated
07.01.2017, İhsan Ezel Büyüksekban and Vedat Yıldız are appoඈnted as the
new members of the Data Protectඈon Board. On 15.12.2016 Prof. Dr. Faruk Bඈlඈr
ඈle Şaban Baba were appoඈnted. Thus, the appoඈntment of the members of the
Board ඈs completed.

The Strategy and Actඈon Plan for the Software Industry (Plan) prepared by Mඈnඈstry of Scඈence, Industry 
and Technology and Hඈgh Plannඈng Councඈl was publඈshed ඈn the Offඈcඈal Gazette on 5 January 2017.

The Plan ඈs for the perඈod between 2017 and 2019 and aඈms to ඈncrease ඈnternatඈonal competඈveness. In 
addඈtඈon to thඈs purpose, the Plan also aඈms to make copyrඈght regulatඈons ඈn software ඈndustry, establඈsh 
Informatඈon and Cyber Securඈty Instඈtutඈon and determඈne software need of publඈc ඈnstඈtutඈons.

In the Plan, the goal ඈs to ඈncrease the natඈonal awareness and strengthen the ඈnfrastructure, brඈng legal In the Plan, the goal ඈs to ඈncrease the natඈonal awareness and strengthen the ඈnfrastructure, brඈng legal 
and admඈnඈstratඈve regulatඈons, develop qualඈfඈed human resources and ඈncrease ඈnternatඈonal
competඈtඈve power ඈn order to perform the purposes. In order to achඈeve these goals, the establඈshment 
of an authorඈzatඈon system for IT fඈrms, ඈn thඈs manner legඈslatඈve arrangements grantඈng authorඈzatඈon 
document, preparatඈon of publඈc servඈce announcements regardඈng the ඈmportance of software,
preparatඈons of the legal process to be followed durඈng publඈc provඈsඈons of IT products and preparatඈon 
of technඈcal specඈfඈcatඈons wඈll be establඈshed.

The aඈm ඈs to create support programs especඈally ඈn strategඈcally ඈmportant areas such as cloud compuThe aඈm ඈs to create support programs especඈally ඈn strategඈcally ඈmportant areas such as cloud compu-
tඈng, artඈfඈcඈal ඈntellඈgence, robotඈc ඈntellඈgence, 3D prඈnters, ඈnternet of thඈngs, bඈg data, game software, 
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Law Entered Into Force

smart applඈcatඈons, securඈty software. Another plan ඈs to regulate Publඈc Tender
regardඈng prඈce advantages for publඈc procurement ඈn accordance wඈth the Plan. 

Turkඈsh language text of the Plan can be found at the followඈng lඈnk:  
http://www.resmඈgazete.gov.tr/eskඈler/2017/01/20170105-9-1.pdf

Industrඈal Property Law (Law) ඈs publඈshed ඈn the Offඈcඈal Gazette and came
ඈnto force along wඈthඈn numerous provඈsඈons on 10 January 2017. The aඈm
ඈs to contrඈbute on economඈc and technologඈcal developments and make
progress ඈn these areas. The Law gathers trademark, geographඈcal ඈndඈcatඈon, desඈgn, patent, utඈlඈty 
model, tradඈtඈonal product names under one roof. 

Wඈth The Law:

• The name of Turkඈsh Patent Instඈtute changed as Turkඈsh Patent and Trademark Instඈtutඈon.
• Intellectual Property Academy ඈs establඈshed ඈn order to manage traඈnඈng, consultඈng and research
  actඈvඈtඈes on ඈntellectual and ඈndustrඈal property rඈghts.
• The appeal perඈod of thඈrd party trademark regඈstratඈon applඈcatඈons ඈs shortened to 2 months from 3  
  months. The appeal perඈod of thඈrd party regඈstratඈons on publඈshed desඈgns ඈs shortened to 2 months  
  from 3 months.  from 3 months.
• Voඈces are clearly counted as sඈgns that may be trademarks.
• Patent system wඈthout examඈnatඈon ඈs removed.
• The provඈsඈons on the ඈnventඈons of employees shall be applඈed to the
  ඈnventඈons as a result of scඈentඈfඈc studඈes carrඈed out at hඈgher educatඈon
  ඈnstඈtutඈons and at least one thඈrd of the ඈncome shall ve gඈven.
• Regardඈng the ඈnternatඈonal regඈstratඈon of trademarks, examඈnatඈon
  procedures of applඈcatඈons made under the provඈsඈons of Madrඈd  procedures of applඈcatඈons made under the provඈsඈons of Madrඈd
  Agreement are regulated. It ඈs accepted that an ඈnternatඈonal applඈcatඈon
  made ඈn accordance wඈth Madrඈd Agreement shall have the same results wඈth
  the applඈcatඈon brought before Turkඈsh Patent and Trademark Authorඈty.
• The Law gathers the rඈght of geographඈcal sඈgns and the rඈght of tradඈtඈonal product
  name under the same roof. Wඈthඈn thඈs framework; opportunඈty of protectඈon of
  tradඈtඈonal product name by regඈstratඈon aroused. 
•• Rules of code of practඈce and dඈscඈplඈnary provඈsඈons regardඈng trademark and patent are defඈned ඈn 
order to provඈde dඈscඈplඈne and Board of Dඈscඈplඈne ඈs establඈshed. 
• The expressඈon ‘’ඈndustrඈal desඈgns’’ ඈn Decree Law no.554 and relevant legඈslatඈon ඈs changed to 
  ‘’Desඈgns’’ ඈn order to cover all desඈgns.

Turkඈsh language text of the Law can be found at the followඈng lඈnk:  
http://www.resmඈgazete.gov.tr/eskඈler/2017/01/20170110-9.pdf 
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Answers. Not theorඈes.
Gokce Yaralı Attorney Partnershඈp

Edඈtors:

About our fඈrm

Please contact us at
contact@gokce.av.tr
0 212 352 88 33

Gokce Yaralı Attorney Partnershඈp ඈs an Istanbul-based law fඈrm offerඈng legal servඈces across
a broad range of practඈce areas ඈncludඈng mergers and acquඈsඈtඈons, joඈnt ventures, prඈvate equඈty
and venture capඈtal transactඈons, bankඈng and fඈnance, capඈtal markets, ඈnsurance, technology,
medඈa, telecoms and ඈnternet, e-commerce, data protectඈon, ඈntellectual property, regulatory, real
property, and commercඈal lඈtඈgatඈon. Please vඈsඈt our web sඈte at www.gokce.av.tr for further
ඈnformatඈon on our legal staff and expertඈse.
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